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Greetings California FBLA PBL Members, 

 

Thank you for your interest in the California FBLA-PBL Financial Literacy Achievement Program 

(FLAP)! 

 

FLAP is a comprehensive leadership and membership recognition program for college students who 

take it upon themselves to be financially literate and spread their knowledge to their peers. It utilizes 

PBL projects, goals, and programs to help college students develop their leadership, financial 

knowledge and job skills, with a special emphasis on financial literacy development and preparation for 

their futures. Members work independently through three integrated levels:  

• Bronze 

• Silver 

• Gold 

 

Members may complete more than one level per year and will submit appropriate documentation for 

each activity.  Once a member completes a level, they do not need to re-do that level the next year to 

qualify again, however points earned do not carry on to the next year.  Note that the prerequisite for 

each level is the level(s) before it. Each level builds upon previous work, and students receive 

recognition when they complete each level. Students must be PBL division members. 

 

Although members can complete all activities and levels on their own, Chapters will benefit as well. 

Points will be awarded for each member’s level completion (Bronze – 5, Silver – 10, Gold – 15).  As 

Chapters are different sizes, to make it fair, the winning Chapter each year will be selected based on the 

percentage of members who complete each level. 

• For instance, if a chapter has 20 members and they have 10 members complete the Bronze, 5 

complete the Silver, and 4 complete the Gold, they would have a final score of 26.7% (160 points 

out of a total possible of 600 points). 

• Similarly, a chapter with 80 members and 50 Bronze, 10 Silver, and 10 Gold completers would 

earn a score of 20.8% (500 of 2400 possible points). 

 

The winning Chapter will be awarded bragging rights and 1 free conference registration to be used for 

any upcoming State Conference. 

 

Make sure to start now and spread the word to your fellow members!  
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The deadline to complete any of the FLAP levels will be the same day that competitive event materials 

for the SBLC are due. 

 

Members will be required to upload their program documentation via an online form available on the 

state website – or - in a ZIP or RAR file to Financial.Literacy@capbl.org.    All documentation will need 

to be clearly identified with the member’s name, school and requirement label (ex: Bronze Activity 1, 

Why is Financial Literacy Important). 

 

Similar to the CMAP, the FLAP touches upon Service, Education, Progress. Each level of the FLAP 

covers on these core activities and concepts: 

• Service—Uncover the link between a local community and the success of business. Members 

focus on activities that improve the member's school, area businesses, community, and state.  

• Education—Understand business and the world of work. Members focus on activities that 

prepare them for a successful career, develop an appreciation of entrepreneurship, and 

understand the benefits of lifelong learning. They will network with industry professionals and 

their peers and will confidently prepare for a successful future. 

• Progress—Explore the local, state, and national levels of FBLA-PBL and how they complement 

one another. Members focus on activities that promote FBLA-PBL at the local, regional/district, 

state and national levels. 

 

Resources to help you get started: 

• http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/  

• https://usa.visa.com/about-visa/newsroom/media-kits/financial-literacy.html  

• https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/    

• https://www.iwillteachyoutoberich.com/   

• http://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/financial-literacy.asp  

 

Sincerely,  

 

California Future Business Leaders of America – Phi Beta Lambda 

State Leadership Team 
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FLAP Level 1: Bronze 

The FLAP Bronze level focuses on an introduction to financial literacy through community efforts, 

research, and PBL involvement at the local level.  

Recognition: Recognition at SBLC.  

Points per PBL Member completion: 5 Points 

Bronze Level Activities: 

1) How Financially literate are you? Take this financial literacy quiz and note what you got right 

and wrong: http://www.aarp.org/money/budgeting-saving/info-01-2014/test-your-money-

smarts.html#quest1  

2) Why is FinLit Important?: Often times we do things without knowing the reason or why it’s 

important. This is your chance to figure out for yourself why you’re doing the FLAP. Write a 

200-400 word summary on why financial literacy is important, what you plan to get out of this 

program and why you’re doing this program. 

3) FinLit Term Research: Pick a financial literacy related topic and do research on it, whether it be 

by talking to a professional, books, the internet, etc. Write a 200-400 word summary of 

everything you’ve learned, and please cite your sources. 

4) FinLit Event Attendance: Attend an event that educates on financial literacy. This can be a local 

school workshop, an event put on by a professional company, or even a financial literacy class. 

Write a 200-400 word summary on everything you’ve learned, please note the event and take a 

picture.  

5) FinLit from Media: We often find ourselves spending hours watching movies or TV shows, why 

not spend some of that time on educational content? Listen to a financial literacy podcast, watch 

a video or read a book. Write at least a 200-400 word summary on what you listened 

to/watched, remember to cite your source. 

FinLit Resources: There are tons of reputable resources you can find online to help one become 

financially literate. Create a list of at least 3 sites and write a 100-word summary for each site 

summarizing why you chose it, what value it adds and what you’ve learned. 
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FLAP Level 2: Silver 
The FLAP Silver level focuses on tying financial literacy with your job, state involvement, public relations 

activities and leadership skills.  

Prerequisite: FLAP Bronze Level 

Recognition: Recognition at SBLC and CA PBL Customized prize.  

Points per PBL Member completion: 10 Points 

Silver Level Activities: 

1) FinLit in your job: When you get your first full time job you can’t be afraid to negotiate for a higher 

salary.  Companies often leave negotiation room within the salary they first offer you, so it never hurts to 

ask! Do some research on how to negotiate, what information you need going into your negotiation and 

figure out how YOU would negotiate. Write a 200-400 word summary on everything you’ve learned and 

an outline of the negotiating strategy and points you would use, and please cite your sources. 

2) Learning from a Professional: Do some direct research on financial literacy by speaking to a professional 

in the field – this can be a professor, someone at your local bank, an investment counselor, etc. Write a 

200-400 word summary on everything you’ve learned, please cite your sources.  

3) Attend a FinLit event put on by PBL: Learn from your peers and/or professionals at an event PBL hosts. 

This can be at a State or National Conference or an event put on by a local PBL chapter – it does not need 

to be your chapter, branch out and meet chapters around you! Write a 200-400 word summary on 

everything you’ve learned, cite the event and take a picture.  

4) What FinLit topic should everyone know?: We often look back on our lives and think “I wish I had 

known that at that time”. What do you wish you had known or what do you wish everyone should know 

about financial literacy? Write a 200-400 word summary on something you believe everyone should 

know about financial literacy.  

5) Budgeting – What is It and How?: Many of us have heard the term “budgeting” or the phrase “creating a 

budget”, being thrown around. What does this mean and what does it look like? This is a 2-parter activity. 

Look up what budgeting means and write a 100-200 word summary explaining what it is and why it’s 

useful.  Also create your own budgeting plan – this can be as simple as a spreadsheet. 
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FLAP Level 3: Gold 
The FLAP Gold level focuses on tying financial literacy with leadership, business skills, and involvement in 

community.  

Prerequisite: FLAP Bronze Level & Silver Level 

Recognition: Recognition at SBLC and your selection of a CA PBL Customized Prize.  

Points per PBL Member completion: 15 Points 

Gold Level Activities: 

1) Test your Financial Literacy again: Take this quiz again and compare your results with your first test with 

the Bronze Level.  Highlight areas where you did better and those topics you may still need to review 

further.   https://wallethub.com/wallet-literacy-score/start.  

2) Create your own FinLit Project.  Choose one of the following: 

a. Create your own FinLit event: The best way to learn sometimes is to teach others what you know. 

You can work with your fellow PBL peers to put on a workshop, spreading fin lit knowledge 

through tabling, create documentation, etc.   Your audience can be your campus community, local 

FBLA chapters in your area, or your community in general.  Provide a summary report (no more 

than 2 pages) of your event, including lessons learned and how you would improve the event the 

next time.   Also provide copies of any materials you create and photos of your event.   

b. Create a FinLit Social Media Campaign:  On your own, or teaming up with other PBL members 

create a social media campaign that you can use to share FinLit information with your personal 

(and/or your chapter’s) network.   The campaign should run for at least 2 weeks.   Provide a 

summary report that includes your posts, notes on how you promoted the campaign, what your 

results (impressions, etc.) were for the campaign, and a summary of any feedback you receive.    

c. Create a FinLit Legacy: The best way to keep something alive and going is to make it into a 

sustainable program.  Come up with some financial literacy content you can provide your chapter 

for years to come. This can be something you put on your PBL website, a pamphlet(s) you pass 

out to your members, a series of video lessons, a game, whatever you can think up and execute.  

Provide samples of content you created, take a picture, include a URL (if applicable), and include 

a summary on why you decided to create this content and how you plan to make it sustainable.   

3) I’m done, what was it all for?: Now that you’re on the last activity in the program, how do you feel? What 

have you accomplished? What have you learned? Take a moment to reflect on everything you’ve read, 

written, heard, and done over the course of this program. Write at least a 200-word summary detailing 

your thoughts on this program, what you liked, what you didn’t like, what you’ve learned, what you wish 

you could see more of, etc.  
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